
  
 
To:  Mayor Biss and Members of the City Council 
   
From:  Luke Stowe, City Manager  
 
Subject: Weekly City Manager’s Update 
 
Date:  November 21, 2025 
 
STAFF REPORTS BY DEPARTMENT 
 
Weekly Report for November 17, 2025 – November 21, 2025 
  
City Manager’s Office 
Weekly Bids Advertised 
 
Community Development  
Weekly Zoning Report 
Weekly Field Inspection Report 
 
Health Department 
Weekly Health Department Report 
 
Law Department 
Weekly Liquor License Application Report 
 
Clerk’s Office 
No Report 
 
Legislative Reading 
NWMC Weekly Briefing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Memorandum 



 
 
 
STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE COUNCIL & 
MAYORAL APPOINTED BOARDS, COMMISSIONS & COMMITTEES 
 
 
Monday, November 24, 2025 
9:30 AM: Fire Pension Board Meeting 
5:00 PM: Administration & Public Works Committee 
5:30 PM: City Council 
 
Tuesday, November 25, 2025 
No Meetings 
 
Wednesday, November 26, 2025 
No Meetings 
 
Thursday, November 27, 2025 
Thanksgiving Holiday – City Offices Closed 
 
Friday, November 28, 2025 
Thanksgiving Holiday – City Offices Closed 
 
Check the City’s Calendar for updates 
City of Evanston - Calendar 
 
City of Evanston Committee Webpage: 
City of Evanston – Boards, Commissions and Committees 
 

https://www.cityofevanston.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/26796/250
https://www.cityofevanston.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/26192/250
https://www.cityofevanston.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/25777/250
https://www.cityofevanston.org/about-evanston/events
https://www.cityofevanston.org/government/boards-commissions-and-committees
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To:   Luke Stowe, City Manager 
 

From:  Hitesh Desai, CFO/ City Treasurer   preceded  
Tammi Nunez, Purchasing Manager 

 

Subject:  Bids/RFPs/RFQs Advertised during the Week of November 17, 2025 
 

Date:      November 21, 2025 
 

The following is a list of advertised projects and the anticipated date each will be 
presented to the Council or Library Board. 
 

Bids/RFPs/RFQs sent during the Week of November 17, 2025 
 

 
 

Bid/RFP/RFQ Name  

 
 

Requesting 
Dept. 

 
 
 

Description of Project 

 
 

Budget 
Amount 

 
Bid/RFP/RFQ  

Opening 
Date 

Anticipated 
Council/ 
Library 

Board Date 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Community Choice 
Aggregation 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CMO 

The City of Evanston’s 
Sustainability & Resilience 
Division of the City 
Manager’s Office is 
seeking proposals from 
experienced firms for 
Alternative Retail Electric 
Suppliers (ARES) for 
Municipal Aggregated 
Electric Supply and 
related services in 
accordance with the 
requirements, terms, and 
conditions of this Request 
for Proposals. Only ARES 
that are certified by the 
Illinois Commerce 
Commission to sell 
electricity to residential 
accounts served by 
Commonwealth Edison 
will be eligible to be found 
qualified. 

TBD 12/23 1/12 

 

Memorandum 
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Municipal Electricity 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CMO 

The City of Evanston’s 
Sustainability & Resilience 
Division of the City 
Manager’s Office is 
seeking proposals from 
experienced firms for 
prequalified Alternative 
Retail Electric Suppliers 
(ARES) to supply full 
requirements electric 
service to the electricity 
accounts listed in Table 
1 of the RFP. 

$605,000 12/23 1/12 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 



Memorandum

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From: Jeremiah Bebo, Interim Planning & Zoning Manager, Development 
Services Supervisor/Zoning Administrator

Subject: Weekly Zoning Report

Date: 11/21/2025

Enclosed is the weekly report of zoning applications received and pending. The report, 
organized by ward, includes the property address, zoning district, the type of application 
submitted, a description of the project, date received, and current status.

Please contact me at (224) 296-4467 or jbebo@cityofevanston.org if you have any questions or 
need additional information.



Cases Received and Pending, November 13, 2025 to November 19, 2025

Zoning Reviews (Larger Projects and Permits)
Ward Property Address Zoning Type Project Description Received Status

2 1425 Pitner Avenue R2 Building Permit New home 06/20/25
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

2 1578 Florence Avenue R3 Building Permit New 2-story single-family home 07/14/25
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

2 1507 Lee Street R3 Building Permit New Garage 08/20/25 pending revisions from 
the applicant

2 1710 Maple Avenue RP Zoning Analysis New indoor kennel facility (Dogtopia) 11/11/25 pending staff review 

3 551 Michigan Avenue R5 Building Permit Addition and interior remodel 10/14/25
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

3 1034 Sheridan Road R1 Zoning Analysis New garage 10/29/25
pending additional 
informaiton from the 
applicant

3 111 Burnham Place R1 Zoning Analysis Demolition of existing home and 
construction of a new home 11/18/25 pending staff review 

4 1550-1562 Maple Avenue D4 Zoning Analysis & Building Permit
New 7-story multi-family residential 
building with 42 dwelling units and 67 
parking spaces

05/08/25

 Non-compliant, pending 
revisions or future 
submission of 
entitlement application

4 910 Custer Avenue MXE Building Permit New 5-story residential building with 230 
units 07/19/25

pending additional 
informaiton from the 
applicant

4 1021 Ashland Ave R3 Building Permit 1st floor Addition 09/10/25
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

4 1028 Greenleaf street R1 Zoning Analysis 2nd-Story Addition 09/25/25
pending additional 
information/revisions 
from the applicant

5 1103 Emerson Street R6 Zoning Analysis

Demolition of existing structures (2-flat & 
4-flat) and construction of a 5-story 
building with 6 rooming units (including 18 
bedrooms), 24 dwelling units, and 5 on-
site parking stalls.

07/08/25
Non-compliant; pending 
future submission of 
entitlement application 

5 2206 Maple Avenue R5 Building Permit
Demolition of an existing parking lot and 
construction of a new 5-story, 30 unit 
apartment building

08/04/25
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

5 1006 Garnett Place R4a Zoning Analysis Demolish existing home and built a new 2-
story home 10/24/25

pending additional 
informaiton from the 
applicant 

5 1112 Garnett Place R4a Building Permit 1-story Addition 10/31/25
pedning additional 
information from 
applicant 

6 2500 Marcy Avenue R1 Building Permit 2nd Story Addition & New Garage 08/07/25 pending staff review 

6 2301 Ridgeway Avenue R1 Zoning Analysis New Garage and ADU 09/10/25
pending additional 
infromaiton from the 
applicant 

6 2542 Lawndale Avenue R1 Building Permit New Garage 09/30/25 pending staff review 

6 2309 Thayer Street R1 Building Permit Replace detached garage 10/27/25
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

6 2331 Hartzell R1 Zoning Analysis Replace detached garage 11/19/25 pending staff review 

7 1900 Central Street B1a/oCSC Zoning Analysis Demolition of the exsiting Chase Bank and 
construction of a new Chase Bank 09/22/25

non-compliant, pending 
revisions/additional 
information from the 
applicant

7 1916 Grant Street R1 Building Permit Addition to existing 2-flat 10/16/25 non-compliant; pending 
revisions from applicant

7 2026 Harrison Street R3 Building Permit 2.5-Story Addition 11/04/25
pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

8 1027 Harvard Terrace R2 Building Permit New Garage 09/17/25 non-compliant; pending 
revisions from applicant

9 1310 Main Street R3 Building Permit One-Story Addition 11/18/25 pending staff review 

Pending building permit and zoning analysis reviews older than 6 months where there has not been activity are periodically removed from the zoning 
report.

Miscellaneous Zoning Cases
Ward Property Address Zoning Type Project Description Received Status



2 900 Clark Street RP Planned Development New 27-story mixed-use building with 
ground floor retail and 383 dwelling units 01/28/25

pending additional 
information from the 
applicant

2 1710 Maple Avenue RP Special Use New indoor kennel facility (Dogtopia) 11/11/25 pending staff review 

2 1611 Church Street R4 Amendment to a Previously Approved 
Major Variation

Modifications to the approved 
development plan, including the 
construction of an ADU above a garage, 
conversion of a rooming unit to a dwelling 
unit, and various site and building 
modifications.

11/10/25 pending staff review 

5 2112 Foster Street R3 Minor Variation
Detached accessory building (ADU) 
located in an interior side yard and less 
than 10' from principal building

07/14/25 pending application fee 
payment

5 824 Gaffield Place R4a Special Use and Zoning Text Amendment

A new Child Residential Care Home. 
Previously approved in 2020 but a building 
permit was not approved within the time 
frame allowed and the approval expired. 

10/15/25
Land Use Commission 
hearing schedlued for 
12/10/25

6 3434 Central Street R2 Planned Development New 2-story 19,952 sf and 38 parking 
spaces for a Daycare Center - Child 05/13/25

pending additional 
informaiton from the 
applicant

6 2737 Highland Avenue R1 Major Variations
Major variations to allow an open off-street 
parking space in a front yard when alley 
access is available

07/29/25 LUC hearing continued 
to 01/14/25

7 1404 Rosalie Street R1 Minor Variation
Minor variation to allow a new addition to 
be built closer to an eixsting detahced 
garage than would otherwise be allowed 

08/25/25 pending staff review 

7 2524 Asbury Avemie R1 Minor Variation Rear yard setback to a/c equipment 10/28/25
determination after 
11/21/25

8 707 W Howard St. B3 Text Amendment & Special Use

Zoning text amendment to allow
 performance entertainment 
venues as a special use within
 the B3 zone district 07/02/25

pending additional 
information 
from applicant
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To:  Luke Stowe, City Manager 
 
From: David Wilson, HVAC Building Inspector 

 

Subject: Weekly Field Inspection Report 

Date:  November, 21 2025 

 

Enclosed is the weekly summary report of field inspections for construction projects 

under special monitoring.  The report includes the ward, property address, type of 

construction, inspector notes, and date received. 

 

Please contact me at davidwilson@cityofevanston.org if you have any questions or 

need additional information. 
 

mailto:davidwilson@cityofevanston.org


Ward Property Address Construction Type Inspector Notes Received

* * * * *

4
1012 Church Street  

Northlight Theater
Assembly

Glazing has been installed. MEP inspections 

continue. Temporary bike lane is in place. The 

alleyway has been closed with offsite parking 

provided for residents

11/20/2025

* * * * *

* Truck Route *
No changes. Street sweeping continues. Truck 

route continues to monitored for speed and debris.
11/20/2025

7 1501 Central Street New Construction

Softball foundations have been completed. Framing 

inspections have begun. Street sweepers continue 

to address roadway dust and debris. All trucks 

continue to pass through truck washing station with 

manual washing of trucks and street. Construction 

fence is in place and in good condition.

11/20/2025

* * * * *

* * * * *

Friday, November 21, 2025

Weekly Field Inspection Report



 

 

Memorandum 
 
 
 
 

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 

From: Ike Ogbo, Director, Department of Health & Human 

Services Subject: Food Establishment License Application Weekly Report 

Date: Nov 21st, 2025 
 
 

Ward Property Address Business Name Date 
Received 

Current Status 

7 2545 Prairie Burl 2/27/25 Pending Inspections 

8 751 Howard St Sabrosura Coffee Bar 1/09/2025 Pending Reviews and Inspections 
8 1717 Howard St Showkey African Cuisine 8/26/2024 Pending Building Permit Application 
8 565 Howard St T.E & Company 8/22/2024 Pending Building Permit Issuance 
3 1310 ½ Chicago Ave Peeled Juice Bar 5/9/2024 Pending Building Permit Issuance and Inspections 
7 1995 Campus Dr NU Center East Lawn Redevelopment 4/5/2024 Pending FCO and Health Review and Inspection 
1 817 Noyes Fred’s Bread 4/9/25 Pending Final Inspections 
8 743 Howard Zion African Market 6/12/25 Pending Health Review and Inspections 
5 1600 Simpson Foster School 5/12/25 Pending Health Review and Inspections 
7 1921 Central Tallgrass 4/17/25 Pending Reviews and Inspections 
4 1571 Sherman Ave New York 09/11/25 Pending Plan Reviews and Inspections 
3 601 Dempster St Crepe O’Clock 9/11/25 Pending Building Permit Issuance and Inspections 
7 1030 Central St Canal Shores Outdoor Patio 9/11/25 Pending Plan Reviews and Inspections 
1 809 Church St. Crave Cookies 9/17/25 Pending Zoning Review and Inspections 
2 2400 Main St. Snowfruit 558 – within Food4Less 9/18/25 Pending Re-Insp and FCO 
3 517 Dempster St. Windfree Solar Cafe 10/09/25 Pending Inspections, Revs, and FCO  
7 1995 Campus Dr Norris Pub – now Luna Pub 10/09/25 Pending Inspections and Building Permit App 
7 1810 Central No Longer Human –coffee shop 9/29/25 Pending Inspections and FCO 
4 1563 Sherman Ave Giordano’s 11/20/25 Pending Reviews 
7 Moo Joe’s 2002 Central St. 11/20/25 Pending Reviews 

 



 

 

 

 

Memorandum 
 
 
 

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 

From: Brian George, Assistant City Attorney 

Subject: Weekly Liquor License Application Report 

Date: November 21, 2025 

 

Enclosed is the weekly report of liquor applications received and pending. The report, 

organized by ward, includes the business address, the type and description of license 

requested, and current status. 

 



Liquor Licensing Weekly Report 
 

Liquor Applications Received and Pending for week of November 21, 2025 
 

WARD BUSINESS NAME BUSINESS 
ADDRESS 

LIQUOR 
CLASS 

CLASS 
DESCRIPTION 

PROCESSED 
HOURS for 
LIQUOR SALES 

STATUS 

2 Luna Pub  1995 
Campus 
Drive. 
Evanston, 
IL 60208 

C 
 

Restaurant  7 a.m. — 1 a.m. 
(Mon-Wed);  
7 a.m. — 2a.m. 
(Thur-Sun) 

Application  will be 
voted on at City 
Council 
November 24 

7 Burl 2545 Prarie  
Evanston, 
IL 60201 

C Restaurant 7 a.m. — 1 a.m. 
(Mon-Wed);  
7 a.m. — 2a.m. 
(Thur-Sun) 

Application  will be 
voted on at City 
Council 
November 24 

8 Palmhouse 619 
Howard St. 
Evanston, 
IL, 60202 

       C Restaurant 7 a.m. — 1 a.m. 
(Mon-Wed);  
7 a.m. — 2a.m. 
(Thur-Sun) 

Application  will be 
voted on at City 
Council 
November 24 
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DIRECTOR’S WEEKLY BRIEFING 
By NWMC Executive Director Mark L. Fowler 

 

 

WEEK ENDING NOVEMBER 21, 2025 

 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 
 

Editor’s Note:  
From all of us and our families to you and yours, have a Happy and Safe Thanksgiving! The NWMC offices will be 

closed on November 27 and 28. The Director’s Weekly Briefing will return on Friday, December 5. 

 

Is Your Thanksgiving Resolution to RSVP for the NWMC Holiday Celebration?  
We look forward to seeing members, legislators and guests at the annual NWMC Holiday Celebration! As previously 

reported, the Conference is excited to host a free holiday celebration on Wednesday, December 10 from 6:00 p.m. to 

8:00 p.m. at the Chateau Ritz, 9100 N. Milwaukee Avenue in Niles. Please RSVP your attendance to Marina Durso, 

847-296-9200, ext. 122 or mdurso@nwmc-cog.org by Monday, December 1. Staff contact: Marina Durso 

  

Time to Respond to the Councils of Mayors 2027-2031 STP-L Call for Projects 
As previously reported, the North Shore and Northwest Councils of Mayors have opened their Call for Projects for 

2027-2031 Surface Transportation Program-Local (STP-L) funding. The North Shore Call for Projects will be open 

until December 19, and the Northwest Call for Projects will be open until December 30. Project selection 

methodologies and application documents are available on each Council’s website. 

 

NWMC staff held a STP-L workshop last month where staff reviewed the Call for Projects timeline, STP-L funding 

overview and council-specific application requirements. A recording of the workshop can be found on the NWMC 

YouTube Channel. Additionally, the North Shore Council of Mayors hosted a workshop in partnership with McHenry 

County on the Safe Systems Approach process, which is now part of the Council’s project selection criteria. A 

recording of that workshop is also available on the NWMC YouTube Channel. 

 

For questions about the North Shore Council call for projects, please contact Brian Larson, blarson@nwmc-cog.org 

and for the Northwest Council, please contact Eric Czarnota, eczarnota@nwmc-cog.org. Staff contacts: Eric 

Czarnota, Brian Larson 

 

Plan Now, Save Later: The SPC & Sourcewell Can Help Prepare for Seasonal Shifts 
The colder months are here and as unpredictable weather becomes the norm, public works departments turn their 

attention to preparing infrastructure for seasonal challenges. Emergencies, limited staff, aging equipment and facility 

limitations often push maintenance into reactive mode, increasing costs and straining operations. Take the worry out 

of that uncertainty with trusted solutions through the Suburban Purchasing Cooperative (SPC) and our program 

alliance with Sourcewell. 

 

Instead of enduring procurement delays or pushing projects to next year, agencies can rely on the SPC and Sourcewell 

for fast access to competitively solicited contracts for infrastructure maintenance services. Connect with local, 

qualified suppliers ready to support weather-sensitive projects for everything from pavement repairs to storm system 

checks. 

  

Now is the perfect time to plan for: 

• Pavement maintenance and crack sealing  

• Culvert, drainage, and stormwater system checks  

• Utility system tune-ups  

• Bridge and guardrail inspection/repair 

• Fleet maintenance for utility trucks or snowplows 

• Emergency response site readiness  

mailto:mdurso@nwmc-cog.org
https://nwmc-cog.org/transportation/north-shore-council-of-mayors/current-program-and-methodology
https://nwmc-cog.org/transportation/northwest-council-of-mayors/current-program-and-methodology
https://youtu.be/Lful6ZmE-1I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yvOu2oHkdxQ
mailto:blarson@nwmc-cog.org
mailto:eczarnota@nwmc-cog.org
https://www.nwmc-cog.org/suburban-purchasing-cooperative/spc-sourcewell-program-alliance
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• Community grounds care 

 

Sourcewell’s cooperative contracts eliminate delays, reduce administrative burdens, and support public purchasing 

requirements so your team can efficiently maintain the roads, utilities, and facilities your community relies on, no 

matter the season. Explore Sourcewell Contracts. 

  

For questions or additional information, please contact staff or Sourcewell contacts Nicole Allen, 224-661-1825 or 

Nicole.Allen@sourcewell-mn.gov, or Aaron Peterson, 218-541-5299 or Aaron.Peterson@sourcewell-mn.gov.  Staff 

contact: Ellen Dayan 

  

Time is Running Out for Plain Old Telephone Service (POTS) and Analog Lines 
As part of its efforts to transition customers away from analog voice POTS lines, AT&T is moving forward with 

plans to “grandfather” POTS services across most of its territory by March 1, 2026. 

  

SPC Telecommunications provider Granite Government Solutions (Contract #205) has received numerous notices 

from AT&T indicating that their wire centers will begin grandfathering services which means that rates for analog 

phone lines will increase and service issues will not be corrected. Over the coming weeks, Granite Senior Regional 

Account Manager Frank Ventrella will contact municipalities to discuss cost-effective solutions to this problem. If 

you have analog phone lines with any carrier, please request a free consultation from Granite. For questions or 

additional information, please contact staff or Frank Ventrella, 630-649-0823 or fventrella@granitenet.com. Staff 

contact: Ellen Dayan 

 

Last Call to Order SPC 2026 Ford Interceptor Utility Police Pursuit Vehicles 
As previously reported, Currie Motors has updated the price list and order form for the Suburban Purchasing 

Cooperative (SPC) Ford Interceptor Utility Police Pursuit Vehicle (Contract #204). Please note that Ford anticipates 

an early order cut-off date for the 2026 vehicle, so order now to take advantage of production and timing to meet 

calendar year budget targets.  

 

Once the 2027 model specifications are released, the SPC will apply for the final contract extension rollover with 

Ford that will be good through November 25, 2026. For questions or additional information, please contact staff or 

Currie Motors Commercial Accounts Manager Tom Sullivan, 815-464-9200 or tsullivan@curriemotors.com. Staff 

contact: Ellen Dayan 

 

SPC Awards New Chevy Silverado PPV and Blazer PPV SSV Contracts 
As previously reported, the Suburban Purchasing Cooperative (SPC) Governing Board has awarded two new 2026 

Chevrolet Police Pursuit Vehicle (PPV) contracts to Currie Motors of Frankfort as follows: 

 

• Silverado 1500 PPV (Contract #234) with all standard equipment - $46,856.00 

• Blazer PPV Special Service Vehicle (SSV) (Contract #235) with all standard equipment - $44,880.00 

 

The contracts run through October 28, 2026. The SPC reserves the right to extend the contracts for up to (3) three 

additional one-year terms upon mutual agreement on a negotiated basis. For questions or additional information, 

please contact staff or Currie Motors Commercial Accounts Manager Nic Cortellini, 815-464-9200 or 

ncortellini@curriemotors.com. Staff contact: Ellen Dayan 

 

Reminder: Cast Your Ballot in the IMRF Executive Trustee Election 
The Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund (IMRF) is the public pension fund that administers retirement, disability, and 

death benefits for employees of local government in Illinois. As previously reported, IMRF is holding an election for 

Executive Trustee. Two seats are uncontested; Schaumburg Village Manager Brian Townsend will serve a 5-year 

term starting January 1, 2026, and DuPage County Treasurer Gwen Henry will serve a 2-year term.  

 

IMRF employers will elect one Executive Trustee for a three-year term of office. Peter Stefan, Finance 

Director/Treasurer for the Village of Lake in the Hills, is the only municipal candidate running for this seat. He is 

currently completing a five-year term as an IMRF Executive Trustee and is running for re-election. He has 37 years 

of experience in the Illinois municipal finance arena. Having served as both an Employee Trustee and an Executive 

Trustee, he brings strong municipal finance and IMRF experience to the Board. 

https://www.sourcewell-mn.gov/local-government
mailto:Nicole.Allen@sourcewell-mn.gov
mailto:Aaron.Peterson@sourcewell-mn.gov
https://www.nwmc-cog.org/suburban-purchasing-cooperative/telecommunications-program
mailto:fventrella@granitenet.com
https://www.nwmc-cog.org/suburban-purchasing-cooperative/police-pursuit-vehicles
mailto:tsullivan@curriemotors.com
https://www.nwmc-cog.org/suburban-purchasing-cooperative/police-pursuit-vehicles
https://www.nwmc-cog.org/suburban-purchasing-cooperative/police-pursuit-vehicles
mailto:ncortellini@curriemotors.com
https://www.imrf.org/en/about-imrf/board-of-trustees/2025-board-elections/stefan


3  

 

Election packets containing candidate biographies, instructions, and the appropriate ballot have been mailed to all 

IMRF employers. Completed ballots must be returned to IMRF by 4:30 p.m. on Thursday, December 11, 2025. Staff 

contact: Mark Fowler 

 

Webinar: Successes in Direct Funding: Breaking Ground and Building Futures 
From our partners at the United States Conference of Mayors Local Infrastructure Hub: 

Join the Local Infrastructure Hub for a webinar on Tuesday, November 25, at 4:00 p.m. to explore successes in direct 

federal funding to cities. 

 

Since the passage of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) four years ago, cities and towns across the 

country have been able to apply for competitive infrastructure funding at the national level, enabling localities to 

receive more robust funding to build safer streets, expand transportation options, strengthen communities, and create 

jobs. 

 

This webinar will highlight the real-world impact and measurable successes of local projects funded through 

competitive infrastructure grants. Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird of Lincoln, NE, and Mayor Kirk Watson of Austin, 

TX, will join us to share how these investments are accelerating infrastructure progress and advancing their long-

term vision for their cities. Register here. Staff contacts: Eric Czarnota, Brian Larson 

 

Apply Today for the Cook County Water Affordability Pilot Program 
The Cook County Water Affordability Program is accepting applications for grants that provide up to $245,000 per 

municipality to develop and/or implement projects that tackle water affordability challenges. Submitted projects 

should support residents disproportionately impacted by unaffordable water bills and may include cost of service and 

water rate studies, leak alert and billing system upgrades, and customer outreach and engagement efforts. All 

municipalities delivering water to residential customers within suburban Cook County are eligible to apply. 

Applications are due by Tuesday, December 9. Please visit notice of funding opportunity for more information and 

application instructions. Contact CCWaterAffordability@ElevateNP.org with additional questions. Staff contact: 

Larry Bury 

 

Where would you like to see new rail stations?  
From our partners at the Cook County Department of Transportation and Highways (DOTH): 

Please help the Cook County DoTH promote a survey by sharing the attached flyer with your members, which can 

also be accessing at www.cookrailsurvey.com. The survey will run through December 31. 

  

The survey is part of a study DoTH is leading to investigate where additional transit rail stations should be considered 

along existing transit rail lines within Cook County. This effort is called the Rail Infill Station Study and is being 

conducted in partnership with CDOT, CTA, and Metra. The expected results of the study include a set of prioritized 

stations for the agencies and stakeholders to further investigate and develop, as well as a vision for how key stations 

may fit into both the local context and the broader transit network. Work on the study is expected to be completed in 

2026. 

  

Both CTA and Metra rail networks are being evaluated, and we are seeking input through the online survey from the 

general public and local and regional stakeholders. These survey results will help us better understand and prioritize 

opportunities for future rail stations. Social media posts and car card advertisements for the survey will begin 

appearing on CTA and Metra trains in the coming weeks so please be on the lookout for those as well. We also 

welcome COG and COM staff to complete the survey. Kindly limit to one response per organization or municipality. 

  

Please direct any questions about the survey or study to Sam Waldorf (Samuel.Waldorf@cookcountyil.gov), Nicholas 

Riehle (Nicholas.Riehle@cookcountyil.gov), or Ryan Ruehle (Ryan.Ruehle@cookcountyil.gov). Staff contacts: Eric 

Czarnota, Brian Larson 

 

Newsy Items of the Week 
 

Daily Herald: ‘The winning touchdown’: Metra exhales, passes budget without fare hikes, fiscal cliff 

 

https://usmayors.zoom.us/meeting/register/AE1UUeSqSYunJhUeU0aj7Q#/registration
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.cookcountytap.org%2fsites%2fg%2ffiles%2fywwepo326%2ffiles%2fdocument%2ffile%2f2025-11%2fCCWA%2520Notice%2520of%2520Funding%2520Opportunity%2520Final.pdf&c=E,1,_n37X2eBdnDRcn1j8ghyYmhPnH0OgXwt1_Bi-dW8IFW03pwm4ES6PYBxZ9TFWxbHOEeuiiaNwiKqWlpQxaGrA7KyvGuyp-HI2BmDsLBe&typo=1
mailto:CCWaterAffordability@ElevateNP.org
https://nwmccog-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/blarson_nwmc-cog_org/EUYiGgvtgu9CiziLFjJMKkQBaTaoMP4eAcgzt6e0Mlv2uw?e=rMPjW2
http://www.cookrailsurvey.com/
mailto:Samuel.Waldorf@cookcountyil.gov
mailto:Nicholas.Riehle@cookcountyil.gov
mailto:Ryan.Ruehle@cookcountyil.gov
https://www.dailyherald.com/20251113/transportation/the-winning-touchdown-metra-exhales-passes-budget-without-fare-hikes-fiscal-cliff/
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Capitol News Illinois: From new train lines to parking regulations: What else is in Illinois’ transit bill 

 

Route Fifty: How government leaders can balance the pros and cons of data center development 

 

Daily Herald: Illinois driver’s licenses, state IDs now fit in your iPhone 

 

Daily Herald: Biking smarter: Statewide quiz educates 70,000 Illinois students 

 

Meetings and Events 
 

NWMC Executive Board will meet on Wednesday, December 3 at 8:30 a.m. via videoconference. 

 

NWMC Managers Committee will meet on Friday, December 5 at 8:30 a.m. at the Northbrook Village Hall. 

 

NWMC Bicycle/Pedestrian and Transportation Committee networking event will be held on Tuesday, December 9 at 

10:30 a.m. at the NWMC office. 

 

NWMC Holiday Celebration will be held on Wednesday, December 10 at 6:00 p.m. at the Chateau Ritz, 9100 N. 

Milwaukee Avenue in Niles. 

 

NWMC Staff 
 

Mark Fowler Executive Director mfowler@nwmc-cog.org 

Larry Bury Deputy Director lbury@nwmc-cog.org 

Eric Czarnota Program Manager for Transportation eczarnota@nwmc-cog.org 

Ellen Dayan, CPPB Purchasing Director edayan@nwmc-cog.org 

Marina Durso Executive Assistant mdurso@nwmc-cog.org 

Brian Larson Program Associate for Transportation blarson@nwmc-cog.org 

Chris Staron Policy Director cstaron@nwmc-cog.org 

Phone: 847-296-9200 www.nwmc-cog.org 

https://capitolnewsillinois.com/news/from-new-train-lines-to-parking-regulations-what-else-is-in-illinois-transit-bill/
https://www.route-fifty.com/infrastructure/2025/11/how-government-leaders-can-balance-pros-and-cons-data-center-development/409546/?oref=rf-today-nl&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Route%20Fifty%20Today:%20November%2017%2C%202025&utm_term=newsletter_rf_today
https://www.dailyherald.com/20251118/illinois-state-politics/illinois-drivers-licenses-state-ids-now-fit-in-your-iphone/
https://www.dailyherald.com/20251119/health-and-fitness/biking-smarter-statewide-quiz-educates-70000-illinois-students/
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